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Policy 8600 360 — Transportation

Revised policy and repeal of Policy 8740 (Bonding) and Policy 8750 (Liability Insurance) effective upon passage
1*t reading January 24, 2019
2" reading February 7, 2019
3" reading

Statutory authority West Virginia Code 18-5-13, 18-5-16, West Virginia Board of Education Policy 4336

Administrative Guidelines
(none)

It is the policy of the Board of Education to provide transportation for students as required by State €ede law and West

Virginia State Board of Education policy. Fhe-State-Code-authorizes-the Board-toprovide,atpub penseadequd




SCNOOI bUSES shall be purchased and maintainea by tThe Boara Tor Tne Transportation oT resident Students between tneir
home areas and the schools of the County to which they are assigned or, on a space-available basis, to their nonpublic
schools. The Superintendent may substitute smaller buses for reasons of economy or efficiency of operation.

In the event students eligible for special education or Section 504 services require special transportation arrangements,
the terms of such arrangements as contained in a student's IEP or Section 504 Plan shall prevail to the extent such
transportation arrangements conflict with this policy.

Transportation of eligible vocational or special education children between their home areas and schools outside the
County may be arranged through the use of Board-owned vehicles, through cooperation with other counties, through
commercial carriers, and/or by other means in the most efficient and economical manner.

The Superintendent shall approve the bus routes annually. These routes, including bus stop locations, shall be developed
pursuant to the guidelines given in West Virginia Board of Education Policy 4336. The Superintendent is authorized to
make any necessary changes in the an approved route and to develop administrative guidelines detailing the process by
which bus routes shall be developed.




The Board authorizes the installation and use of video recording devices in the school buses to assist the drivers in
providing for the safety and well-being of the students while on a bus and the “Student Code of Conduct* shall be
applicable to all students while being transported by bus. In the event video recording devices have audio recording
capabilities, the bus shall contain an appropriate posted notice of such capabilities.

The Board is also autherizedte-meunt authorizes the installation of a camera on any school bus for the purpose of
enforcing the law forbidding the overtaking and passing a school bus that is stopped for the purpose of receiving and
discharging students and for any other lawful purpose.

Students meeting the Federal definition of "homeless" will be transported from their temporary place of residence to
their school of assignment, at the request of the parent, guardian or unaccompanied minor, to the same extent as all
other students of the County and consistent with this policy. If the homeless child or youth continues his/her education
in the school of origin but begins living in an area served by another county, the county of origin and the county in which
the homeless child is living shall agree upon the method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the child
with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the counties cannot agree upon a method, the responsibility and
costs for transportation are to be shared equally. In no event will a homeless student be denied enrollment based on
issues related to student transportation.

Bus Operator Certification

It is the policy of the Board of Education that all bus operators hold proper certification under standards for school bus
operators established within the WestVirginia State Code law and West Virginia Board of Education policy,-which

. , , on. It is also the purpose of
this Board to protect its students from drivers whose certification is invalidated in the State of West Virginia.




A driver involved in a preventable school bus accident, or judged guilty of a minor traffic violation, shall be subject to the
disciplinary action, -established-in The Superintendent’s shall develop administrative guidelines to this effect.



Adaitionaily, any SCnool bus operator under contract With the Boara wno Tails To Comply With any oT tne atorementioned
rules is guilty of breach of contract and the employee may be subject to discipline up to and including termination after
notice and, if requested or required, hearing by the Board.

Transportation for Curricular/Co-Curricular and Extra-Curricular County-Sponsored Trips

It shall be the policy of the Board of Education to use regular or special-purpose school vehicles for transportation on
curricular/co-curricular and extra-curricular County-sponsored trips pursuant to the guidelines given in West Virginia
Board of Education Policy 4336.

All students are expected to ride the approved vehicle to and from each activity. A special request must be made to the
staff member or sponsor by the parent, in writing or in person, to allow an exception.

Students not affiliated with the trip activity, non-County students, and/or children of preschool age shall not be
permitted to ride on the trip vehicle without prior approval of the Principal.

A report on all curricular/co-curricular and extra-curricular trips provided shall be filed through the WVEIS at the end of
each month.

The Superintendent shall prepare develop administrative guidelines eensistent-with-this-peliey regarding the scheduling
and operation of curricular/co-curricular and extracurricular school trips.

Nonroutine Use of School Buses

The Board of Education wiH shall permit school buses to be used for purposes other than regularly-scheduled routes to
and from school in accordance with State law and rules-efthe State policy, provided such trips do not interfere with
routine school transportation services.




School buses leased to outside entities shall be pursuant to the guidelines of West Virginia Board of Education Policy
4336 and West Virginia Code 18-5-13 (g), and shall be at no cost to the Board. All costs and expenses incident in any way
to school buses leased to outside entities, including compensation for bus operators, consideration for insurance
coverage and the cost of service and repairs, shall be borne by the outside entity in accordance with administrative
guidelines and as required by the terms of the lease agreements.

The Superintendent shall develop administrative guidelines which sheuld shall include the process for selection of bus

operators for non-routine uses, fees in addition to the charges above, provision for insurance coverage, rules concerning
student behavior, and the requirement that chaperones accompany each school bus trip involving school age passengers
whose responsibility it will be to assist the staff member(s) in maintaining passenger control and in enforcing procedures
for the safety of all passengers.

Transportation of Students by Private Vehicle

The Board of Education authorizes the transportation by-private-vehiele of students of the County by private vehicle.

Any such transportation must be approved in advance and in writing by the appropriate personnel in accordance with

the-Superintendent's administrative guidelines.

An employee shall not be prohibited from using the employee's own vehicle to transport, without prior written
permission, a student to his/her home or other location with the oral approval by the parent if that student is in need of
and is without alternate adequate means of transportation due to an emergency.

The parent of the any participating student wiH shall be given, er upon request, the name of the driver and the
description of the vehicle used.

No person shall be approved for the transportation of students in a private vehicle who is not an employee of this Board;
an approved volunteer; and/or the parent of a student enrolled in this County; and the holder of a currently-valid license
to operate a motor vehicle in the State of West Virginia. Ynless-etherwisestated Pursuant to West Virginia Board of
Education Policy 4336, the-abevepersens-are transportation of students in any vehicle other than a school bus is limited
to transporting nine (9) or fewer students in-a-vehicte.

However, students may be transported to a school-sponsored activity in a vehicle that has a seating capacity of sixteen
(16) or more passengers which is not owned and operated by the Board but only if the owner proves to the Board that
the vehicle and driver satisfy requirements established by the State Board.



NO person snall be permitted to Transport Students WNo Is NOT TNe Nolder oT automonbiie 11Iaplity ana personal Injury
insurance in the amount required by County administrative guidelines. The Superintendent may withdraw the
authorization of any private vehicle driver whose insurance in not adequate.

Additionally, every driver who transports a child under the age of eight (8) years in a passenger automobile, van or
pickup truck other than one operated for hire shall, while the motor vehicle is in motion and operated on a street or
highway of this state, provide for the protection of the child by properly placing, maintaining and securing the child in a
child passenger safety device system meeting applicable Federal motor vehicle safety standards, provided, that if a child
is under the age of eight (8) years and is at least four (4) feet nine (9) inches tall, a safety belt shall be sufficient to meet
the requirements of this policy.

Any private vehicle used for the transportation of students must be owned by the approved driver or the spouse of the
approved driver and must conform to registration requirements of the State.

The responsibility of professional staff members for the discipline and control of students will extend to their
transportation of students in a private vehicle. Drivers who are not professional staff members are requested to report
student misconduct to the Principal.

Transportation by Limited Passenger Vehicles

The €eunty Board may provide for professional employees to be certified to drive €eunty Board-owned vehicles that
have a seating capacity of fewer than ten (10) passengers pursuant to the guidelines of West Virginia Board of Education
Policy 4336. These-employeesmay-use-thevehiclesto-transpo ddentfo hool-sponsored-activities, but-may-netu

Students who are transported by limited passenger vehicles are expected to conduct themselves in the same manner
required of students transported by school bus and shall be subject to all applicable disciplinary rules.

The Superintendent isrespensible-fordevelopingand-implementing shall include in the-apprepriate administrative

guidelines forthispeliey regarding the scheduling and operation of curricular/co-curricular and extracurricular school
trips guidelines providing for the use of private and limited passenger vehicles.




